
The concept of life after death and the set of moral standards which a person should keep during life is the central issue discussed in both works. Catholic Church endeavored to inculcate upon people the idea of obedience and humility by proclaiming renunciation of Earthly pleasures. The main characters of “Everyman” and “The Seafarer” reveal that idea and serve as examples of people who lost confidence in their own abilities to overcome difficulties and feel weak before God. Everyman and the speaker of “The Seafarer” both contemplate about the meaning of human life and arrive to the same conclusion. Human life is senseless without good deeds; Death comes unexpectedly and takes everything; therefore, everyone should fear God and treasure life. 

Everyman is the character who describes every average individual with his/her set of values such as family, friends, wealth, strength and physical beauty. Very rarely people think that all those values are not eternal and will perish one day. We live our whole life for the sake of our relatives, endeavor to find new friends, enjoy time in a good company and try to earn more money to make things easier. 

Everyman was not prepared when the death came because the wheel of life did not give him any minute to contemplate about the meaning of his existence. Everyman considered that his relatives, friends and wealth are the best things that he could accomplish in his life. However, he lived in his small world and could not even imagine that his views are wrong and those concepts which were the most important to him will not mean anything after death. Everyman “liveth so after his own pleasure” and represents the whole humanity. Very often people forget about eternal values and devote their life to those things which will perish. 
Everyman is full of energy and does not want to die when his death comes. He behaves as many individuals would behave in the same situation. Everyman offers money to Death. The main character is so overflowed with earthly life that he believes everything can be bought, even death. However, Death “set not by gold, silver, nor riches, ne by pope, emperor, king…”, it comes to every person. Everyone is equal before death and should face it with dignity. 
It is important that each individual will carry responsibility for his actions alone. Thus, when Everyman asks death whether he can find somebody to accompany him in his journey to God, Death does not agree first but then allows him to find someone. Everyman approaches Kinsmen, Fellowship and Goods. However, they all refuse to accompany him. Fellowship would join Everyman if he “wilt murder, or any man kill” or in the time of pleasure. Goods helped Everyman to be prosperous during life but they can only accompany someone to Hell because their “condition is man’s soul to kill”. Thus, Everyman remains really alone and probably that happened for the first time in his life. 
On the one hand, Everyman can be criticized because he lacks morality and understanding of the real values in life. On the other hand, one can feel sorry for the main character because he is sincere and recalls those things which he loved the most.
When Everyman approaches his friends and relatives and they refuse to join him, it appears to be delicate and ambiguous situation. We may blame his Fellowship and Kinsmen for betrayal. Nevertheless, we should ask ourselves whether we can blame those who desire to live and do not want to die. 
Good Deeds, also, cannot accompany Everyman because they “lie cold in the ground”. The main character neglected them and they became weak: “Thy sins hath me sore bound, that I cannot stir.” However, it is not mentioned in the story what can be considered Good Deeds. If Everyman loved his friends and family and tried to acquire wealth for them, can that be described as he committed a sin and forgot God?

Finally Everyman finds Knowledge, Discretion and then Good Deeds to accompany him on his journey. Unlike Strength and Beauty, Knowledge and Good Deeds remain with Everyman till the end. It is important for a person to acknowledge his/her sins and repent because God is always ready to accept those people who become aware of their unrighteous actions. Knowledge helps Everyman to recognize his sins and repent. 
There are “seven deadly sins” described by God in the poem such as”pride, covetise, wrath, and lechery.” It is interesting that sins which were committed by Everyman are not clearly described. It seems that it does not matter what kind of sins he committed. The only thing that matters is that the main character should acknowledge his sinful nature and be afraid of Almighty God. That point of view greatly influenced humanity for many centuries. People were considered bad and sinful from the very beginning of their existence and lived in constant fear of being punished by God. 
The character of the speaker in “The Seafarer” is shown in two sections. In the first section of the poem the main character describes his journey as the greatest horror that a person can experience: “He knows not, who lives most easily on land, how I have spent my winter on the ice-cold sea, wretched and anxious, in the paths of exile, lacking dear friends, hung round by icicles...” However, it is not very clear whether the main character is actually sailing or was simply forsaken by God and now he is imagining his life as a cold sea.
Moreover, there is an impression that the speaker has already died but since he committed many sins in his life on Earth, he goes through all the difficulties and sufferings after his death. “The ice-cold waves” and “the resounding sea” which are described by the author remind Hell. However, it seems that the speaker has a chance to warn those people who live on Earth to abstain from things they are doing: “He can little know who, proud and flushed with wine, spent his time with all the joys of life among the cities…”


The main character analyzed his life and came to the conclusion that “harmonious harp”, “joy of woman”, “worldly hope” cannot make any person closer to God. Probably, if the speaker did not travel and endure all the hardships during his journey, he would never start thinking about meaning of life and about things which he did while he was on land. That fact, also, helps the reader to discover for himself/herself the true meaning of sufferings in life. Sufferings serve as a lesson for us and help us to improve and become better. 


The second section of the story describes values that people usually keep and then values which should be kept. The speaker tells about his shift of values. It seems that he became more mature in the second part of the poem because his words remind thoughts of the old people who have seen joy and sadness in life and now prepare themselves for death. Sometimes there is an impression that there are two characters in the poem. One of them is a young man who has to encounter problems while being a sailor. The other person is an old man who was a sailor before and now he is addressing his words to his younger fellow.

The speaker abstains from pleasures in life because he understands that “fame is brought low, earthly nobility grows old, decays, as now throughout the world does every man” and only God is eternal. The main character reveals three fears that led people to death. Those fears are illness, the sword and old age. Even though many years have passed since the poem was written, those fears remain the same. People are afraid to die because of all kinds of deceases, old age that leads to poor health and conflicts which have different reasons and take place around the world. The speaker endeavors to emphasize that death is always near and life is very short. 

As the speaker describes, most individuals used each moment of their life to acquire wealth, have fun with friends and enjoy other earthly pleasures. However, humanity needs to be more conscious and try to fill their life with good deeds. Even though a person dies, his/her good deeds remain: “the noble works against the devil, that the sons of men may after praise him, and his glory live for ever with the angels…”.

At the end of the poem the speaker emphasizes the main belief which was probably imposed upon him by church. God has unlimited power and He will punish those who do not obey. Individuals should fear God because His wrath is great and He can send death without giving any chance to people to prepare.

The major characteristics which unite the speaker of “The Seafarer” and Everyman are alienation and isolation that both characters have to face. The speaker of “The Seafarer” describes his isolation in terms of cold nature and physical discomfort: “oppressed by cold my feet were bound by frost in icy bonds, while worries simmered hot about my heart, and hunger from within tore the sea-weary spirit.” Everyman demonstrates his fear to be away from his family and friends and remain alone: “I may well weep with sighs deep; now have I no manner of company to help me in my journey, and me to keep”. 
Besides, both characters are assured that no one can escape God’s wrath and there will be a moment in everyone’s life when he/she should answer for his actions and carry responsibility before God. The speaker of “The Seafarer” suggests: “Let us think where we have our real home, and then consider how we may come thither; and let us labor also, so that we may pass into eternal blessedness…” Moreover, Everyman gives us instructions how to make our way to Heaven: “I come with Knowledge for my redemption, repent with hearty and full contrition; for I am commanded a pilgrimage to take, and great accounts before God to make…”
The main characters of the “Everyman” and “The Seafarer” endured hardships and came to the conclusion that the meaning of life is Good Deeds; all the other things will pass. Both characters go through two stages of life. During the first stage they learn about true values of life and during the second stage they become obedient and praise God. Even though the main characters of both stories reveal the highest moral principles, they do not evoke brightness or happiness in reader’s mind. The message that the main speakers deliver is gloomy. God is not Love but Wrath; people should be always prepared for death, live in constant fear of being punished if they commit unrighteous actions. 
